Wisconsin Technical College System (WTCS)
Statewide Standing Committee on International Education


Committee History:

The Standing Committee on International Education, composed of representatives from all 16 college districts and the state board, was established in 1994 to facilitate internationalization throughout the WTCS. The committee was formed under the auspices of the Instructional Services Administrators Association.

At the time that the committee was established, four subcommittees were formed to facilitate committee work: Curriculum Development, Staff Development, Student Development, and Business and Industry Partnerships. Beginning with the 1998-1999 Academic year, the committee formed six work groups in the following areas: Communications, Collaboration with the Continuing Education and Economic Development, Curriculum Development, Summer Institute Planning, International Professional Development for Faculty, Staff and Students, and International Student Issues. 

The committee has made significant progress in meeting its goals. With funding from the WTCS Board, the committee organized the World of International/Multicultural Work Skills DACUM, through which 10 representatives of Wisconsin business, industry and service occupations and multicultural marketplace. Based on the success of that initiative, the committee was awarded grants from the WTCS Board from 1996-1997 and 1997-1998 to update curriculum to include the competencies identified through the DACUM process. Through these grants, faculty from throughout the system produced 30 international curriculum development projects which were disseminated to all 16 districts.  This DACUM was updated in 2006.

The committee was the recipient of a grant from the U.S. Department of Education through the Undergraduate International Studies and Foreign Language Program (Title VIA) for 1995-1998, with Milwaukee Area Technical College as the lead institution. Through this grant, 46 additional international curriculum projects were developed. The grant also provided funding for the development of three international professional development programs for WTCS faculty and staff. The first program, a 10-day Spanish Language and Mexican Culture immersion program developed by Milwaukee Area Technical College, took place in summer 1998, and had an enrollment of 55. The second program, a seven-day Study Tour to China developed by Blackhawk Technical College, was offered in spring and summer 1999. The third, a 14-day Spanish Language and Peruvian Culture Immersion program developed by Milwaukee Area Technical College, took place in summer 1999. 
Sponsored Summer Institute from 1996 – 2004;  This institute has been sponsored by MATC Madison since 2005.
A 1995 survey of the international experience and interests of WTCS faculty and staff revealed a wealth of expertise and strong interest in international education throughout the state. WTCS students were also surveyed to identify their current level of knowledge and attitudes toward global issues. Surveys were completed in 2001 and 2002 to assess international activities across districts and results were used in committee planning. 
In 2000, the Committee created a white paper entitled: “Making a Commitment to International Education in WTCS Districts.”  The committee surveyed importing and exporting businesses in each WTCS districts to identify international trade training needs. Results indicated a strong interest in training from WTCS, and was used to design and deliver training and services as appropriate. 
In 2002, the Committee established a “Sister-State” relationship with Hessen Germany through faculty/student exchanges. Responsibility for the continuation of this project has shift to individual colleges, several of which have established exchange programs with Hessen colleges.
2003 – a mission & vision for the committee were established and are as follows:
Vision Statement:  The WTCS International Education Standing Committee is a leader in its colleges and communities.
Mission Statement:  The WTCS International Education Standing Committee will collaboratively foster the internationalization of learning to develop globally competent citizens.
In 2004 a WTCS international committee website was established at http://wtcsglobaled.org/.  This has been housed and maintained by staff at MPTC since its inception.
2005 -2006: Participation in a federally funded Fulbright “Direct Access to the Muslim World” Visiting Scholar program that brought Dr. Abdelfattah Triki of Tunisa to Wisconsin for 5 weeks of guest lectures and curriculum development.
As a part of the on-going sister-state relationship, cooperation with the Ministry of Education in Hessen, Germany and numerous German educational partners hosted a delegation of 20 German college presidents and education administrators.  
Collaboration with the University of Wisconsin System, WI Department of Public Instruction and Wisconsin Association of Independent Colleges and Universities for a 3 day conference in Lake Geneva entitled “Meeting Global Education Challenges 2005: Best Practices in International Education”.  The committee also co-sponsored the annual event in 2006, 2007 and 2008.  A WTCS affiliate membership in the Illinois Consortium for International Studies and Programs (ICISP) was also developed at this time.
Additional Committee activities include a David Hague Memorial Scholarship to students participating in study abroad.  One scholarship of $500.00 was awarded each of 2008 and 2009.  The committee also organized three WTCS Professional Development programs to China—1 each year in 2007, 2008, 2009.
In 2008 this committee again sponsored a Fulbright Scholar under the program “Direct Access to the Muslim World”— A. Selcuk Akgul from Turkey.
2010-11 committee update:
The committee meets regularly (typically 4 times per year) to discuss projects which are happening at individual campuses, as well as opportunities for collaboration.  Frequent topics include grants, collaborative training, study abroad opportunities, consortium arrangements/memberships and items of common concern for those in international education.  We have active email listing which includes representatives from each district in the state, as well as identified practitioners and active participation from 9-10 colleges at each meeting.  Some highlights of our collaboration are as follows:
we recently completed work on a collaborative study abroad marketing initiative to raise awareness of study abroad on WTCS campuses, as well as to help students from all schools become aware of offerings within the WTCS.  Information about offerings is available through the WTCS international Education website.  
We remain members of Illinois Consortium for International Studies and Programs (ICISP) as a WTCS group.  Membership fees for ICISP are reduced because of our group membership.  
We recently began awarding $500 competitive scholarships which provide funding for staff/faculty participation in International Professional Development programs. The committee reviews applications for this award.
In conjunction with Risk Managers on our campuses, we made a consortium purchase of International SOS coverage to provide service to international travelers from our campuses.
We have representation with the Wisconsin Association of International Educators Conference (WAIE), as well as the Wisconsin Global Education Conference.  These events are in collaboration with other post-secondary educational entities throughout the state.
The WTCS International committee continues to be a vital networking and communication tool for international education practitioners from throughout the state. 
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